In investigating the phenomena of disease, it is necessary to have clear views of the laws which influence the animal economy, and by which the operations of life are accomplished: physiology, therefore, forms the basis of pathology, and by its assistance alone we are enabled to reason correctly on the nature of disease. The principle of vitality is enveloped in impenetrable mystery ; its effects only admit of demonstration : all explanations, therefore, of what life is, must necessarily be conjectural, and every one is at liberty to form his own opinion respecting it. This mysterious power has occupied the attention of physiologists from the days of Hippocrates; numerous theories respecting it have been advanced, each of which has had its admirers for the day, and passed away in succession; and the science of physiology at present consists only in observing the various effects exhibited by the vital principle in organised bodies, and in ascertaining the laws by which these effects are governed.
Vitality has been considered a modification of electricity, and this opinion, which has of late been ably advocated by Dr 
